
September 17, 2017 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

 Greetings once again from Ukraine!  God has been so good to us this summer. He has been 
faithful and generous.  New Life Church has been experiencing a great hunger for God especially this 
year.  There is a sense of anticipation right now, a sense that something must happen.  The Lord has been 
leading the church in especially seeking Him in prayer and growing in worship.  This has been a great, 
rewarding time in which we have been hungering for God and Him filling that hunger.  Our desire is that 
God would use us in a powerful way to bring His salvation to many lost people.  His word is powerful 
and we ask for a such a powerful harvest for His kingdom.  We are praying for more open doors/hearts 
that will receive Jesus Christ.  We are also praying for Christians to be radical in their following Jesus—
willing to give up everything for Him.   

 This summer was mainly filled with your youth camp, the church building addition, and the helter 

house/ministry home that we have started to build.  Our youth camp outreach had about 40 teenagers that 
attended.  As usual, it was a tent camp, out in the nature, near a river.  It was filled with games, crafts, 
sports, small Bible groups, and evening services. The camp went very well with some people coming to 
Christ for the first time and many that recommitted their life to Christ.              

 

 



One interesting testimony is of a girl 
named Nastya.  From the first day of camp, 
we sensed there was something special 
about her.  She was especially attentive to 
all the Bible lessons.  Throughout the week 
she opened up.  Her mom died when she 
was young and after her mom’s death she 
started seeing a ghost.  The ghost at first 
was a little girl, but then later as a woman.  
Also she was involved with numerology, 
which is a form of divination, and she 
never felt herself free.  She only wore black 
and was afraid to loose connections to her 
mom.  She felt abandoned and betrayed by 
her dad who had remarried, and lived with 
her grandma because she did not accept her 
step-mom.  To sum it up, she was a very 
unhappy teenager.  We had an evening that 
we gave the youth a chance to repent and 
receive Jesus.  Nastya did this and after a 
time of confession, repentance, and praying 
to forgive her family, Nastya has found 
peace.  She has really changed -praise God!  
She is now happy and coming to church, 
and Bible studies.  We pray that she will 
continue to grow in Her walk with God and 

that she will learn what it means to seek God.  We also want to thank God that this was the tenth year that 
we have been doing outreach summer camps.  God has stretched our boundaries in the ability to reach out 
and we are thankful to Him and to all our supporting churches that we have been able to reach out in such 
a way already ten years.   

In our last letter I wrote about the large addition we are adding on the church building.  This 
building addition as of now, has come to a standstill.  We have so far been able to do the basement and 
build the walls up to the second floor (as you can see in the picture).   

 

 

 



 

The homeless shelter/ministry home is still slowly 
moving forward.   It will be a place where those involved in 
ministry can live and a homeless shelter where homeless can 
find a hot meal, shower, and warm bed to sleep in.  
Unfortunately, it is very unlikely we will be able to use this 
place yet this year.  These two buildings are concerns for us, 
yet our eyes are on God, and He has always been and is 
faithful.  

 

  

             

 

 

 

Marina, the woman/mother that I had 
written about before is doing well. After 
coming back from an alcohol rehab 
center, she has been able to move into her 
own apartment with her son.  She is 
trying hard to be a good mom and is in 
the process of learning of what it means 
to be a Christian.  It is our prayer/hope to 
someday have our own rehab center so 
working with Marina has given us a lot of 
experience –both positive and negative.  
She had been addicted to alcohol already 
22 years, and lived on the streets for 
much of that time, so she has much to be 
taught on learning to live in a home 
structure.  

    

 



 

 

Now it is the fall season and all yearly ministries (youth group, kid’s Bible club, Feed the Hungry 
program) are starting up.  We ask for much prayer for all of the work being done.  These are all ways to 
invite people to Jesus and sow God’s word.  There is a new ministry that is starting up called “The 
Creative Center”.  It is a ministry that the church is using to get the youth that were in the camp to stay 
active in the church.  It is a center to teach the youth different creative skills.  There are four things that 
will be taught:  Dance, Singing, playing musical instruments, photography and making videos.  It has 
already started and the youth are very excited about it. (Here is a place on youtube you can see how our 
first dance lesson went!!:-) https://youtu.be/bf1lvy-5k98) 

 There is also another new ministry that I especially ask prayer for.  There is a nearby village that is called 
“Tyachivka” or “Mortishka”.  It is our desire to start a kid’s Bible club in that village with the hope/plan 
of later starting up adult Bible studies too.  We are still in the planning process, but so far God has been 
gracious to us.  The head man of the village has given us his approval and his word to help us get this 
kid’s club started.  He will even allow for us to go into the school to invite kids.  We need prayer in the 
organization, in a having a committed team to do this work, and of course that God would bless the work.   

 Our family is doing well.  God has blessed us with health and in being happy as we seek Him.  
We plan to celebrate Christmas with our family in America this year.  It will be the first Christmas in 
America for the kids.  Natan is especially excited because of what he has seen about American Christmas 
in the movies (he may be disappointed!!:-))  Either way, we are excited to see family and friends.  We are 
in the States from December 21 – January 23.  I know it is a short time, but we would love to share 
personally with anyone interested in the work being done here in Ukraine.  We are still making plans, so 
if you would like us to visit with you, please contact me through newlife-ua@hotmail.com or 
maranda_hoogland@hotmail.com or I am on messenger as Maranda Heytsi.  (Sorry, I don’t keep up 
much on Facebook.)    

 Thank you again for the continual support you give us in prayers and financially.  We are 
thankful and are conscious as well to be good stewards of all that God has so graciously give us.  Thank 
you and may God bless each of you as you continue to seek God and His kingdom there in the United 
States.  May God bless you all!  Sincerely, 

                                                          Vasya, Maranda, Natan, and Mihae Heytsi 

 


